
Park Service Fee Changes By Catherine Collins 

In order to continue to provide 
high quality visitor services and 
affordable nature-based recrea-

tion the Florida Park Service 
increased the fees for all Flor-
ida State Parks.  This has been 

the first fee update in five years 
and will help maintain Florida!s 

natural and cultural resources.  
On July 1st, to get into the 
park, Myakka!s entrance fee 

went from $5.00 to now $6.00 
for up to 8 people per vehicle.  If 

you are by yourself in a vehicle 
it is now $4.00 to get in.  Camp-

sites are now $26.00 plus 
tax, which includes water 
and electric and cabins are 

now $70.00 plus tax.  Fee 
changes were different for 
each park. 

The biggest change was the 
annual entrance passes.  

They went to $60.00 for an 
individual pass and $120.00 
for a family pass.  These 

passes waive or discount 
entrance fees for park visi-

tors at all Florida State 

Park for a year.  They are a 
great deal for those who fre-
quent the parks.   

The Park Service set a new 
record for state park atten-
dance for the 2008-09 fiscal 

year.  More than 21.4 million 
people visited a state park, an 

increase of approximately 
700,000 people"  Lets keep 
supporting our parks and look 

for new and exciting events for 
the 75th Anniversary of Flor-

ida State Parks in 2010" 
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LuLu!s Story By Paula & Bill Ewers 

So often newspapers are filled 
with bad news stories.  This is 
the story of caring and going 

beyond the call of duty.  The 
main charac-
ters are park 

ranger, Lisa 
Rhodin and 

Lulu, an or-
ange tabby cat.  
In early April, 

we began our journey back 
north to Maine.  After picnick-

ing along the Myakka River, we 
drove to the canopy walkway.  
Along the way, Lulu jumped 

out of our camper.  We searched 
frantically that afternoon and 
the following morning to no 

avail.   

Leaving pictures of Lulu and 
our phone number, we felt 
very sad and drove back 

home.  Most mornings we 

called, but no one had seen 
the cat.  Though Lulu had 

been a hunter, a feral cat, 
rescued by the Humane So-
ciety of Greater Nashua, we 

worried about predators like 
gators and the lack of water.  
We did not know that two 

weeks later, Lisa had seen a 

blur of Lulu and put out a live 
trap with food and water. Six 
nights the trap came up 

empty.  On the seventh day, 
Lulu sat in the trap, looking 
no worse for her three weeks 

of #Outward Bound.% 

The happy ending to the story 

is Lulu!s plane trip home, safe 
in a cat carrier, under her 
owner!s watchful eyes.  We are 

so thankful to Lisa for her 
selfless and competent actions.  

She went out of her way using 
head and heart.  Many times, 
the daily news is filled with 

stories of greed, corruption 
and bad endings.  This is  good 
news, thanks to Lisa. 
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Manager!s Message By Jon Robinson 

Myakka River State Park recently had 
the opportunity to show off a little.  Do 
you remember what a joy it was to show 

off when you were a little kid?  Come on, 
remember, you knew you did something 
really well and when you got a chance to 

prove it, you were just thrilled.   

Well that!s how we felt this week when 

we had the opportunity to show the park 
to several state legislators that were  
participating in a tour of state parks in 

southwest Florida. 

We had a four hour window to show them 

our version of #the Real Florida.%  In that 
four hours they had a chance to see the 
visitor center, do a nature walk, climb to 

the top of the canopy walkway, went on a 
tram tour to the backcountry (that in-
cluded a look at a prescribed fire in    

progress), hear about the early days of 
the Florida Park Service and the Civilian 

Conservation Corp, take an airboat tour, 
visit with some birds of prey that are 
going through rehabilitation, and have a 

wonderful dinner at the new Myakka 
Outpost. 

Now that is a packed four hours.  All the 
participants enjoyed themselves and 
learned not only a little bit about         

Myakka River State Park and the Florida 
Park Service, but mostly, I hope, they 
learned about the dedicated people that 

make it all happen.  And if you are a staff 
member, volunteer or #Friend% you are 

part of that group.  If not, there!s still 
time" 

And, as always, remember to thank a 

#Friend% when you are out enjoying your 
wonderful park. 
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Last Child in the Woods By Maggie Payne 

#Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our 
Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder%, 
written by Richard Louv, is a book that 

every parent should read.  These days it 
seems like our lives are busier than ever.  
Children have school, after school activi-

ties, piano lessons, soccer practice and 
homework. When do kids have time just 

to be kids? 

Some of the most memorable experiences 
of my childhood involve activities that 

were outside.  I would cast a line fishing, 
make mud pies in the creek or climb 

trees in the woods behind my house.  

In the #Last Child in the Woods%, Louv 
points out the reasons why children need 

to develop a connection with nature at an 
early age.  He bases his argument on 
hundreds of research studies and inter-

views with parents, children and educa-
tors.  Louv makes a very good point that 

#time in nature is necessary for healthy 
childhood development.%   

He explains that we need to become con-

nected at an early age to grow up as 
stewards of the environment. How else 

are we going to be able to keep our natu-
ral areas, unless our children relate with 
those areas.    

In one of Louv!s interviews with a group 
of fourth graders in San Diego, he re-
ceived a wonderfully honest comment: # I 

like to play indoors better, !cause that!s 
where all the electrical outlets are.%   

Our views of nature have changed dra-

matically from when our great-
grandparents were 

children to today!s 
children.  We have 
shifted from creating 

our own adventures 
while climbing trees, 

building forts or run-
ning through fields to 
the now current age 

of video games and 
television.  Children 
just are not connect-

ing to nature any-
more.   

 Louv!s book is not 
just for parents and 
educators.  These 

suggestions are for 
everyone"  Louv describes how time in 

nature can help inspire creativity, reduce 
stress, improve health, expand concen-
tration, build up self-image and even 

decrease obesity, depression and atten-

tion deficit disorder.   

This book is a reflection on what parts of 
our society have become.  It is an under-

standing, a connection and even an 
awakened awareness of the natural 
world that can improve all of our lives.  

There are lessons about survival in the 
woods that can transfer to 

lessons of survival in     
society.   

I enjoyed the structure of 

his book because he dis-
plays an understanding of 

all viewpoints on each 
topic that he explores.  
Louv says that children 

need to experience joy and 
wonder every day.   

He provides nature activi-

ties for children and fami-
lies all throughout his 

book and on his website at 
www.richardlouv.com. 

Editor•s note : Florida State 
Parks supports Literacy Month in Sep-
tember.  On September 11th-13th, show 

your library card, a library book or do-
nate a book to the park and you will get 
into the park free. 
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By Teresa Good 

Every month Myakka likes to feature 
one of our star employees or valuable 
volunteers.  This month, I!d like to in-

troduce to you, Steve Lemonds.  He is 
one of our OPS em-
ployees who offers a 

great variety of talent 
and skill to our park 

with his handyman 
knowledge and dili-
gent work ethic.  

These qualities take 
much of the pressure 

off of our mainte-
nance mechanics, 
who always carry a 

heavy workload.   

Just give him a task to do and not only 
will Steve get it done efficiently, but his 

work is always of the highest quality 
and he takes pride in that.  Building 

maintenance, painting, woodwork, chinking 
cabins, mowing...you name it, he can do it.   

Steve was born in Charlotte, NC and grew 

up in Richmond, Virginia.  He moved to 
sunny Florida 
seventeen years 

ago to escape 
the cold winters.  

Can you blame 
him?  Steve and 
his wife, Karen 

live in Arcadia, 
where they 

owned a health 
food store for 

many years.  Although they escaped the 

wrath of cold winters, his business, like 
many others in the area, did not escape the 
wrath of Hurricane Charlie in 2004.   

After his business closed, Myakka River 

State Park was blessed to have him come 
on board.  His friendly, cheerful personal-
ity is always a welcome greeting and his 

work proves to be invaluable.   

When Steve is not working, he likes to 
hike, birdwatch, camp and explore other 

natural areas.  Steve also does handyman 
work on his own in Arcadia.  Although he 

doesn!t have his business anymore, he is 
a wealth of knowledge on anything hav-
ing to do with healthy living, vitamins or 

recipes.   

His wife, Karen is a teacher!s aid and 

currently working on her teaching de-
gree.  She shares Steve!s love of nature 
and you even read her exotics articles in 

each Blackwater Bugle.  Together they 
make a great team, and we are thankful 
to have someone like Steve to help us 

keep Myakka a part of #the Real Florida.%   
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Contact Us" 
If you have Black Water Bugle ideas, 
suggestions or comments please let us 
know.  We want to hear from you"  
 

Contact Editor, Catherine Collins  

by email at                                         
catherine.collins@dep.state.fl.us . 

Myakka River State Park 

13208 State Road 72 

Sarasota, FL 34241 

made recommendations on continuing 
the interpretive uses.  It also gives a 
treatment plan for the preservation,   

rehabilitation or restoration of each 
building.   

With continued support from the Friends 

of Myakka, the Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Division of Recreation 

and Parks, the Partnership in Parks  
Program, and you, these historic struc-
ture will be here for future generations to 

enjoy.   

as permitting, supervising, construction 
documents and the addition of a fully acces-
sible restroom added to the log restroom.   

The goal of Phase 2 is an additional 
$200,000 to be matched by an additional 
$133,000.  It is expected to cost $70,000 for 

each of the five log cabins, $22,000 for the 
Log Restroom and $50,000 for the Log    

Pavilion.  Add in all the other costs and the 
total for the project is $660,000.   

This Restoration Project is essential to keep 
the CCC structures open for the enjoyment 
of park visitors.  The Plan looked at codes 

and standards, assessed the condition and 

The Friends of Myakka River has been 
working on raising funds for a Historic 
Structure Restoration Project at      

Myakka River State Park.  The project 
was initiated to restore the 7 log struc-
tures built by the Civilian Conserva-

tion Corp in the 1930s.   

So far, Phase 1 has been completed 

thanks to 
grants from 
two founda-

tions and a 
60/40  

match from 
the Partner-
ship in 

Parks    
program.  
That brings 

the current funding to 333,000.   

A Preservation Plan has recently been 

completed which includes restoration 
recommendations and projected budg-
ets.  This plan did not cover the costs of 

some key points of the restoration such 

Historic Structures By Catherine Collins 



Friends of Myakka 
River, Inc.  

1930 Clematis Street  
Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Myakka Friends Gallery & Gifts 
Located in the Ranger Station 

(941)316-8139 
E-mail: gallery@myakkariver.org 

 
Check the date next to your 
name for your membership  

expiration! 
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YES!!  I/We would like to help by joining the Frien ds of Myakka River, Inc. 

Annual Membership Dues:  Student $5_____       Regular $25_____       Family $35_____       Corporate $100_____ 

           Individual Lifetime $350_____       Fami ly Lifetime $500_____       Corporate Lifetime $100 0_____ 

Name (s)_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________  State________________  Zip____________________ 

Telephone (Day)____________________________  (Night)__________________________________ 

E-mail_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Additionally, I/we would like to make a contributio n of $________ 

Check here to designate your donation for the Friends Endowment Fund. ________ 
 

Friends of Myakka River, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organiza tion in accordance with the Internal  
Revenue Service regulation.  Annual dues and contri butions are tax deductible to the full extent allow ed by the law.   

Please make checks payable and mail to: Friends of Myakka River, Inc. 
     1930 Clematis Street 
     Sarasota, Florida 34239 
          

Thank you and welcome to the Friends!!!   

The Friends of Myakka River, Inc. Membership Applic ation 

We•re on the Web! 
www.myakkariver.org/friends 

www.floridastateparks.org/myakkariver 

Member Benefits  
 

 ! Quarterly Newsletter 

 ! Friends of Myakka decal 

 ! 10% discount on  
        purchases from the  
       Myakka Friends Gallery         
       & Gifts 

 ! Free park entrance on 
last Saturday of each 
month 

This newsletter was sponsored by a generous 
anonymous donor.  Thank you! 

As always we need sponsors for Blackwater 
Bugle printing costs.  Contact the        

Friends Galley at 941-316-8139. 


