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New & Improved Outpost

After much hard work and an-
ticipation the new Myakka Out-
post Concession has officially
opened. The doors opened to
visitors in early February and
the response has been over-
whelmingly positive.

A beautiful
elevated
building offers
a breathtak-
ing view of
the Upper
Myakka Lake .
which you can [~ ¢ aWa==;
enjoy while w i
trying some of
our new lunch
menu items. Gator Bites, 100%
Angus Burgers, Clam Strips,
Key West Shrimp Cocktail ,
Onion Rings and Home Fried
Chips are just a few of our new
selections.

Don!t worry though, we still
have all of our homemade
items Gator Stew, Seafood
Gumbo, Chicken Salad and
Grandmals Red Potato Salad
for those of you who have an
old favorite. And for dessert

By Christine Mclnturf
seating.

In addition to our concession
expanding, so has our gift
shop. We have added many
new items and work from local
artists. New Restroom facili-
ties are also available in the

" new building.

try a selection from our ice
cream parlor featuring
EDY!s ice creams. So come
out and enjoy a great lunch
and dessert at either our
indoor or outdoor patio

Not everything has changed
though. Our "Old# Concession
building is still up and run-

"~ ning housing our canoe, kayak

and bicycle rentals. We still
have a great selection of na-
ture books and gifts to choose
from.

So if you have not yet had the
chance to come and see all the
new improvements, make sure
you visit us at the Myakka
Outpost soon. For further
information feel free to give us
a call at (941)923-1120.
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Winners

On March 6th, one Florida fam-
ily became very elated. The
Tschida family of Haines City,
was called that they had won
the Phoenix 120 kayak.

Thanks to the Friends of My-
akka and Economy Tackle/
Dolphin Dive, the 38 pound, 12
foot kayak raised over $4700.00
for the Friends of Myakka.

The Tschida family thought
that they would never win,
but knew the ticket money
would be a great dona-
tion to the park and the
Friends. Now they
look forward to getting
their new kayak out on
the water with the en-
tire family.

Thank you to all who

By Catherine Collins

purchased tickets and maybe
next year you will be the lucky
winner&
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Congratulations to Our Staff

A few Black Water Bugle editions ago, we
introduced you to one of Myakka!s great
interpreters, Lisa Rhodin. She was then
nominated for the District 4 Interpreter

of the Year.

Several months ago she found out that
she had won the award& Last month she
received recognition for the District 4
award and was passed on a new tradi-
tion. A walking stick will be signed with
words of wisdom, by every District 4 In-
terpreter of the Year.

On April 20th, Lisa received notice from

Tallahassee inform-
ing her that she has
now won the 2008
Joe Kenner Inter-
preter of the Year
Award. Joe Kenner
was a gifted inter-
preter that touched
the lives of many
people through his
programs, storytel-
ling and photographs.
Lisa has demonstrated continued excel-
lence in the practice of interpretation not

"Going Green# for the Myakka Watershed

The human body is approximately 60%
water. With a percentage that high, we
are more closely connected to water re-
sources around us than we may realize.
We are all active members of a water-
shed, an area of land where all the sur-
face water funnels into the same body of
water. Myakka River State Park is only a
small member of the 600 square mile
Myakka watershed, whose water quality
is influenced by factors much farther
away than the 66 mile river!s edge.

Land and water resources do not exist in
isolation, and what happens upstream

Manager!s Message

Myakka River State Park has a rich and
diverse historical background. Usually
when we talk about the history of the
park we include the early cattle ranching
period at the turn of the
century.

As we move forward in
time we talk about the
Civilian Conservation
Corp period in the late
1930s and early 1940s.
But what about the more
recent history and the
people that are still here

affects areas far downstream. With Flor-
idals geology, when surface waters such
as the Myakka River are polluted, this is
usually indicative of the same polluted
conditions in the ground water. In most
cases it is also our drinking water. Thus,
not only is a polluted river not good for
the health of natural ecosystems, but it is
also not healthy for the people living in
the watershed.

You do not have to be a hydrologist to
make a difference& Try to reduce your
water usage and minimize your impact
on water quality. Take shorter showers.

to tell the stories.

In this edition of the Blackwater Bugle
you will find an article on the Mulcahy!s.
Their association
with the park dates
back over 40 years.
They started camping
with us back in 1968
and through their
love of the park ulti-
mately became park
volunteers.

While visiting the
park, you might hear

By Catherine Collins

only at Myakka but at numerous
festivals as well.

Her owl prowls for the Moon Over
Myakka Series and Adventure
Series as well as bringing in her
own birds of prey for programs is
only a glimpse at Lisa as an inter-
preter. She reaches out to school
groups and clubs to help them
recognize the "Real Florida.#

Congratulations, Lisa& Your com-
passion and knowledge has made you one
of the state!s most valuable resources.

By Diana Mangone

Fix or report leaky faucets. Turn off the
faucet while brushing your teeth. Land-
scape with native plants. Use compost.
Try these natural cleaners in replace-
ment of hazardous chemicals:

1 Windows/floors-% ¢ of white vinegar, 1
gallon of water

1 Tubltile-¥4 c baking soda, ¥ ¢ white
vinegar, 1 gallon of water

1 General cleaner-¥ t dish soap, 1t
lemon juice, ¥ t baking soda, 1t borax,
2 c water

Myakkal!s water is your water, so lets
conserve and protect it&

By Jon Robinson

Myakka stories from Park Ranger Gerald
"Jerry# Horton. Jerry has been a Park
Ranger at Myakka River State Park for
over 35 years and just received recogni-
tion for his service from District 4 Bu-
reau Chief, Valinda Subic.

So, if you find the Mulcahy!s or Jerry
during your park travels, make sure you
ask them about the history of this magi-
cal park.

And, as always, remember to thank a
"Friend# when you are out enjoying your
wonderful park.
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Invasion of Air Potato

It sounds ridiculous, even comical,
doesn't it? The invasion of the air pota-
toes sounds like a bad, black and white,
late night movie. In reality, these vora-
cious vines are in living color * green,
and there is nothing funny about the
negative impact they have on Florida
ecosystems. Since 1993, they've been
listed as one of Florida's most invasive
plant species.

Originally from tropical Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa, the air potato
(Dioscorea bulbifera) , was brought to
the Americas from Africa during the
time of slave trade. It was introduced
to Florida in 1905. It has no native in-
sects or diseases to check its spread.

Air potato can grow over 60 feet into
the tree canopy, shading out the under-
story. This displaces native plants and
affects wildlife dependent on those na-
tive plants. According to Florida Exotic
Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC), air po-
tato is illegal in Florida. Due to its
"Noxious Weed# status, it can no longer
be introduced, possessed, moved or
released without a permit.

Volunteer Appreciation

On Thursday, March 12th, Myakka River
State Park volunteers were treated to a
catered dinner at the Clay Gully Pavilion.
The dinner was Myakkal!s way of saying,
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You&&&&

Many volunteers
(too numerous to
name here) re-
ceived certifica-
tions for individ-
ual and/or team
accomplish-
ments. A couple
of names | will
mention, how-
ever, are Leo and
Teddie Mulcahy.

It grows quickly and produces large num-
bers of aerial tubers, called bulbils, facili-
tating its spread and making it difficult to
eradicate because new plants will sprout
from even very small bulbils. These aerial
bulbils can grow as large as 4x5 inches. It is
their grayish-brown, potato-like appearance
that gives the plant its common name of air
potato. Reports on the

edibility of these tubers

range from poisonous to

edible, but unpalatable.

Large numbers of the
aerial bulbils form in the
leaf axils in late summer.
These "air potatoes# and
the alternate, broad, heart-
shaped leaves help to iden-
tify this plant, which
creates impenetrable vines
in many cases.

Control methods include

hand pulling vines; treat-

ing with herbicides; and

digging, gathering, and destroying the
"potatoes.# Foliar application will kill the
vegetative parts of the plant.

They received a plaque commemorating
their twenty years of volunteer service for
the Florida Park Service. We have a very
large volunteer group with diverse back-
grounds, skills and personalities. Their
dedication and commitment to
Myakka and each other make for a
close knit volunteer family. That
"family# makes my life as a volun-
teer Volunteer Coordinator and
our fearless leader, Park Services
Specialist, Lisa Bramlage lives
much easier. Lisa and | give all
the volunteers a big "Thank You&#

The highlight of the evening was
the farewell and cremation of
Bruce Luke!s, ragged beyond be-

By Karen Lemonds

Herbicide should be applied late in the
growing season (August through October)
as this is the time plants send carbohy-
drate "fuel# to their roots, and the herbi-
cide will be transported along with the
food.

As many "potatoes# should be gathered as
possible. They can be
destroyed by burning or by
placing them in a black
plastic bag until they have
degraded. Placing them in
a freezer overnight will
also kill them.

For more help on identify-
ing and controlling air
potato vine, contact your
county extension agent.
FLEPPC has an air potato
management plan with
treatment information,
posted on their website,
fleppc.org. Myakka River
State Park and its Friends
continue their impressive history of wag-
ing wars against numerous exotic species
including the invasion of the air potatoes.

By Jim Watson

lief, volunteer hat. Words of farewell
were said and a tearful Bruce handed the
box to Lisa for its! cremation. It was
sealed in a cardboard box for the cere-
mony and many of us were suspicious of
Bruce and felt it may not be a ragged hat
in the box. Our suspicions proved correct
when a few days later Bruce was seen
wearing his old ragged hat. He was smil-
ing once again.

Thank you to former Myakka ranger,
Terri Janssen, and her sister Mona John-
son, for catering the dinner. Our stom-
achs were full of both lasagna and laugh-
ter. Once again to our outstanding vol-
unteers, "Thank you, thank you, thank
YOUu&#

Page 3

The Black Water Bugle



Adventure Series Review

One of the best parts of being a ranger
here at Myakka River State Park is the
chance to explore all the hidden nooks
and crannies of the park and learn its
many secrets. Ask any ranger past or
present and they all have a favorite spot
or else a story to tell.

One of the biggest frustrations of being a
ranger here at Myakka is the lack of time
and opportunity to show off the unique
and magnificent system that we all cher-
ish to visitors that have a genuine inter-
est in the park.

The Friends of Myakka Adventure Series
gives us the opportunity to showcase
some of the many facets of this fascinat-
ing ecosystem and to tailor programs

UTAP

The Florida Park Service is working on a
process called Universal Trail Assess-
ment Process (UTAP). Itis a tool that
land managers, agencies and individuals
can utilize to learn about, moni-

tor, improve and use any out-

door path of travel. The proc-

ess is very detail oriented

which involves training a team

of willing and able rangers and
volunteers. Once the training

on the tools and how-to!s are

complete, then we begin outside

on the trail, all day long.

Be sure to bring your sun-
screen, good hiking shoes and
lunch. Most of the members on
the team have really enjoyed being out on
the trails. They say that they get to go to
places in the park that they have never
seen before. They have seen wildlife from
deer to turkeys to coyotes and have iden-
tified many different flowers. It is the
perfect time of year to be out in the prai-
rie.

The end result of this project will be com-

specific to visitor interests. Some of the
classes this year have been the direct
result of visitor suggestions and have
included
moonlight
drives
through the
prairie and
atrip to
Deer Prai-
rie Slough.
Other
classes on
subjects as
diverse as the many spiders and insects
that help this system to survive, the stars
that shine overhead and the plants that
are specific to the Florida Dry Prairie.

plete by June 1st. Myakka will have as-
sessed 25% of the State Park!s 100 miles
of trails. A feat that could not have been
accomplished with out the help of all the

Volunteers assessing the Nature Trail

volunteers and staff that have been so
dedicated to the deadline.

The ultimate goal is to eventually assess
all 100 miles of trails. But with many of
the volunteers heading home for the sum-
mer the process will come to a crawl.

| just wanted to thank a few of the volun-
teers who worked so hard on getting

In search of the Bachmann Sparrow

By Lisa Rhodin

There is no better way to encourage the

general public to help us to preserve the

magic that is Myakka than by showing it
off and allowing them
to see this magic at
work. Only then does
it make sense to pre-
serve and protect all of
Myakka so that future
generations may share
it also.

The Adventure Series
could not happen with-
out the support from
the Friends of Myakka as well as the

staff and volunteers that help throughout
the winter each week providing a differ-
ent view of Myakka.

By Nikki Finehout

UTAP complete. Paul and Nijola Gryn
had about 9 miles logged, Jim and Lois
Watson with about 5 miles logged, Bruce
and Gwen Luke with about 4 miles
logged and Jim and Lynn Reese with
about 3 miles logged. These volunteers
have all played very important roles in
helping us reach are goal of 25 miles.

UTAP objectively documents the actual
conditions in outdoor, natural environ-
ments. When complete the Ranger Sta-
tion will have the UTAP assessments
available.

Sightings

"l White pelicans

"I Swallow-tailed kites

"I Lots of eagles

"I Ruff (Seen only Nov/Dec)
"I Fawns

"I Coralbean, winged sumac and
grapevines are blooming
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Profiles of Park People

As Spring approaches Myakka, it be-
comes time for us to say good-bye to
our beloved volunteers for the summer.
For Leo and Teddy Mulcahy, this will
be the 20t time they prepare to head
back to their summer home in Windsor,
New York.

Leo and Teddy have been an integral
part of the Florida Park Service since
1988 and just received an award for the
"Appreciation of 20 Years of Out-
standing Volunteer Service for the
Florida Park Service.# That equals
14,000 hours of dedication to The Real
Florida. The first fifteen years they
spent at both Manatee Springs State
Park and Myakka, and the past five
years have been devoted solely to My-
akka. They are dearly loved by all the
staff and other volunteers.

Leo was raised in the dairy farming
industry in New York and has been a
tractor operator, school bus mechanic
and dairy farmer. He still spends his

Moon Over Myakka

It has been an exciting season under a
full moon at Myakka. In January, we

had a record attendance of 300 people for
blues guitarist, Ben
Prestage. His bare-
foot drum playing
and jamming tunes
had the crowd up
dancing and enjoying
picnics by the camp-
fire. Novelist, Tim
Dorsey, started off
the Cultural History
Series by answering
guestions about his
quirky main character, Serge A. Storm.

February welcomed back Callie Chappell
on a very chilly evening. She warmed the
crowd with smoky rock and folk tunes.
We welcomed the presence of Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings, portrayed by Betty

Callie Chappell

summers baling hay for a farmer he grew
up with. Here at Myakka, you can find him
in the maintenance department, fixing all
sorts of equipment from golf carts to trac-
tors. In the evenings, you can find him in
the campground where he and Teddy are
hosts. Donlt think his skills stop there& He
can fix almost any plumbing or electrical
problem. He helped

build the canopy walk-

way and has helped

many Rangers with

their duties. In his

spare time, he likes to

ride his bicycle, spend

time by the campfire

and eat Teddy!s deli-

cious home-cooking.

Teddy grew up in

Utica, New York and

has a resume pages

long. She was a pediatric physical thera-
pist for many of her pre-Myakka years,
taught first aid and water safety, taught

Jean Steinshouer. She charmed us with
the stories from her books Cross Creek
and The Yearling.

The season came to a
close in March. We
had a great turnout for
Wine + Alchemy as
they entertained us
with Renaissance style
music and dance. Dr.
Andrew Frank from
Florida State Univer-
sity enlightened the
Cultural History Se-
ries finale with a "Red,
Black and Seminole# lecture.

The bike rides and owl prowls brought
visitors out to the park under the full
moon as well. It was a great chance to
spot alligators, deer, barred owls and
even a barn owl&

By Teresa Good

elementary physical education for 28
years, and even learned how to fly and
solo an airplane& She has also won nu-
merous medals participating in archery
competitions. Here at Myakka, you can
find her chatting with and welcoming
campers to Old Prairie Campground,
teaching a star program, and working as
an interpreter at the canopy
walkway. In her free time, she
loves to participate in all the
volunteer activities, help the
Rangers with their campfire pro-
grams and make all those home-
cooked meals for Leo&

Leo and Teddy have received
many awards for their excellent
service to the Florida Park Ser-
vice. They have been married
for 48 years, have two children,
four grandchildren and many

admirers here at Myakka. We look for-

ward to their return this fall and will

miss them until then.

By Catherine Collins

The success of the Moon Over Myakka
Concert + Event Series and the Cultural
History Series raised over $3300 for the
Friends of Myakka. Thank you to all the
staff, volunteers and performers for mak-
ing it a success& Also, thank you to the
Florida Humanities Council for support-
ing the cultural series. See you next sea-
son&

Contact Us$

If you have Black Water Bugle ideas,
suggestions or comments please let us
know. We want to hear from you&

Contact Editor, Catherine Collins

by email at
catherine.collins@dep.state.fl.us

Myakka River State Park
13208 State Road 72
Sarasota, FL 34241
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NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
Friends of Myakka o PAID
River, Inc. We need sponsors for the printing of MANASOTA FL
1930 Clematis Street the Black Water Bugle ! PERMIT <328
Sarasota, Florida 34239 Please contact the Friends Gallery
for more information.
Weere on the Web!
www.myakkariver.org/friends
www.floridastateparks.org/myakkariver
Myakka Friends Gallery + Gifts
Located in the Ranger Station
(941)316-8139
E-mail: gallery@myakkariver.org
Check the date next to your
name for your
membership expiration!
The Friends of Myakka River, Inc. Membership Applic ation
YES!! I/We would like to help by joining the Frien ds of Myakka River, Inc.
Annual Membership Dues: Student $5 Regular $25 Family $35 Corporate $100
Individual Lifetime $350 Fami ly Lifetime $500 Corporate Lifetime $100 0
Name (s) Member Benefits
Address
Cit Stat . I Quarterly Newsletter
. ate 'P. I Friends of Myakka decal
Telephone (Day) (Night I 10% discount on
E-mail purchases from the
Myakka Friends Gallery
Additionally, I/we would like to make a contributio  nof $ & Gifts
I
Check here to designate your donation for the Friends Endowment Fund. ! Free park entrance on
last Saturday of each
. . . . o . month
Friends of Myakka River, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organiza tion in accordance with the Internal
Revenue Service regulation. Annual dues and contri  butions are tax deductible to the full extent allow ed by the law.

Please make checks payable and mail to: Friends of Myakka River, Inc.
1930 Clematis Street

Sarasota, Florida 34239

Thank you and welcome to the Friends!!!



